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The Canadian International Trade Tribunal (the “CITT”) has issued an update with respect to measures it is 

taking given the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The CITT has jurisdiction over a variety of international trade matters, including certain customs and 

excise appeals, anti-dumping and countervailing inquiries, procurement inquiries and safeguard inquiries. 

Many of these matters have deadlines associated with them that are mandated by federal statutes, such 

as the Customs Act, RSC 1985, c. 1 (2nd Supp.) and the Special Import Measures Act, RSC 1985, c. S-

15 (“SIMA”). For example, certain appeals allowed under SIMA must be commenced within 90 days of a 

decision (with no discretion for the CITT to grant extensions). Further, SIMA specifies that an existing 

anti-dumping order or anti-circumvention order will expire after five years, unless the CITT has initiated 

an expiry review of the relevant order prior to this date. The CITT has no power to modify these statutory 

deadlines, absent an amendment to the relevant statute. 

The CITT has confirmed in its recent update that all currently scheduled filing deadlines in appeals, 

procurement reviews, anti-dumping, countervailing and safeguard matters will be maintained. While the 

CITT will consider requests to extend these filing deadlines on a case-by-case basis, any extensions 

granted will need to be within the constraints of the deadlines set out in the relevant statute. To 

accommodate these deadlines, the Tribunal has confirmed that its electronic filing system remains fully 

operational for filing of case documents. 

https://www.citt-tcce.gc.ca/en/resource-types/documents/en-covid-19-announcement-16-april-1.pdf


 
 
 

 
- 2 - 

 

With respect to hearings, the CITT has postponed all in-person appeal hearings scheduled to commence 

through June 15, 2020. Hearings in anti-dumping, countervailing and safeguard matters scheduled 

through June, 2020 are not expected to proceed in person (and the CITT will provide further information 

and directions directly to those involved in the affected proceedings). It is possible that the CITT will 

consider conducting future hearings by way of video, to ensure that it continues to be able to comply with 

statutory deadlines. 
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